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for relief and assistance, and who never do any hurt
to them or to their cattle. What the Lapland
witches may do I know not, neither is it my present
inquiry.

Whether these good spirits are not those, who at
the request of some certain people on all the coasts
of Norway, are said to procure fair winds for ships
going to sea, I will not undertake to say ; but this I
have upon strict inquiry learnt:

First, That it really is so in fact; that upon going
to certain people there, and upon paying them a
small consideration (not above two dollars), they
have been assured of a fair wind, exactly at such a
time, from such a certain point of the compass, and
to last so many hours, as has been agreed for.

Secondly, That this has been agreed for when
the winds have been, as the seamen call it, set in to
blow trade from a directly contrary point, and for a
considerable time before ; and that when they have
gone away and declined the agreement, they have
lain a long time without a fair wind, till complying;
and again, that upon so complying they have never
failed.

Thirdly, That if you offer to desire, or give mo-
ney to them to raise a high wind, that is, a storm,
they will be very angry, refuse your money with
disdain, and ask you in their language, if you think
they deal with the Devil ? that their power comes
from a good spirit, that never does any hurt in the
world, but always does things kind and good, and
for the benefit of mankind.

All our accounts, histories, and relations, concern-
ing the northern parts of Britain are full of the ap-
pearance of spirits to the inhabitants on sundry oc-
casions, and yet none of those spirits are hurtful to
them, or join in any hurtful things.

Either these spirits inhabit in the regions of the
air, and so are near us and take cognizance of our